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December 28, 1964

Dr. Michael E. De Bakey,Chairman
Departmentof Surgery
Baylor UniversityCollege of Medicine
Houston,Texas

Dear Dr. De Bakey:

I’ve just finishedreadflLng- with pleasureand a growing
sense of excitement- the excellent“Program”worked out,by your
PresidentialComission. It is a remarkablejob. I hope it
producesdekisiveresults.

Rememberingthe pleasureI had working with you on the
legislationfor the Nation&Library of Medicine and the great
sense of satisfactionI’ve had since it came into being, I’m very
sorry to have been traveling when the announcementof the Com-
mission was made. I shouldhave liked to offer to help.

I write now on the assumptionthat the Heart and Cancer
Associationand other groupswhich worked with you will be creating
a combinedforce to work for the legislativeproposalscontainedin
che “Program”. Certainlythis is a most immediatelynecessarystep.

If such a group is organizedand if, on the basis of our mutual

experience,you believeme qualified,I shouldbe happy to consider
servingwith such a group in any of severalcapacities,but particular-
ly in connectionwith liaisonwith the House, the Senateand the
mite House.

I’ve retired from the Senateand agreed to serve this fine but
woefullyunderfinancedlittleFoundationas executivedirector
through 1964. I’ve reorganizedit; changed its name to the Digestive
Disease Foundationand startedit on its way. SO Itll be free come
January.

On the chance that you’llbe interested,I’m enclosingsome
biographicaldata.
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Turning again to the Library,I want you to know that
1 believe~rty Cummingsa wonderfuldirector. He’s keen,

forceful,intelligentand knowledgeable. A distinctimprove-

ment over the good Colonel. I hope we can get him five

million for extramural activitiesnext y I’m sure you’ll

be trying. 1;ll be doing my best with John Fogarty.

With best wishes for the holiday seasonand wa~ regards,

.

Enclosure

Sincerely,

P/
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William G. Reidy
ExecutiveDirector
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